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touched as they pass, whilst the first chaplain repeats,
' That is the true light who came into the world.' Then
follows an Epistle (as at first a Gospel), with the Liturgy
prayers for the sick., with some alteration; lastly, the
blessing; and then the Lord Chamberlain and the Comp-
troller of the Household bring a basin, ewer, and towel
for his Majesty to wash."

The large hole in the touch-pieces, and that by which
so many angels of James I. and Charles I. are disfigured,
appears to have been necessary for the white ribbon to
pass through. Its large size may also be in part due to
the punchings having been the perquisite of the puncher,
who no doubt was aware of the mathematical fact that
their weight would be as the square of the diameter of
the hole, so that by doubling the size of the punch he
increased his profits to fourfold. In the angels of
Henry VIII. now under consideration, the hole is ex-
tremely minute, and only adapted for a thread by which
possibly it was attached to a ribbon. At a time when
severe penalties were enforced against those who clipped
or minished the king's coin, we may readily conceive that
objections would be felt to punching large holes even
through the coins destined to be used as touch-pieces.

Enough, however, has been said on this subject, and I
BOW turn to another feature in the hoard of more purely
numismatic interest. This is the comparative abundance
of the half-sovereigns with a youthful portrait of a seated
monarch, and bearing the name of Henry VIII. Though
struck in the name of Henry, I have little doubt of the
coins having been minted in the reign of Edward VI.,
whose portrait, and not that of his father, they seem to
bear. The whole figure, indeed, appears to have been
produced on the die by means of the same punches as those